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i"bmo to Coal File: -&1
RE: Co-op l'{ining Company

Bear Canyon Mine
Acr/Ols /0zs
Emery County, UtaLl

On January 25, 1983 John I'lhitehread and Joe llelfuich of the Division
performed a partial inspection of the above noted mine, Repeated efforts to
contact scnlnone in drarge at tbre minesite were unsuccessful, tLrerefore the
inspectors performed rhe inspection unaccompanied. Ttre primary puryose of the
i19p9c!i91 was to follow up on abatement Ercasures taken pursr:anl to NOV
I\82-5-2-10.

A large portion of the non-coal waste material rftich was Ehe stibject of
ISV 1 of 10 has been renoved, trowenrer a srnall amorrnt of non-coal waste in tl're
form of cinder blocks , scrap mdtal and bunred refuse still remains to be
cleaned up. the o'perator had nade an attempt to barricade access Eo dre upper
pad area usilg two fifty-five gallon dnrms and a wooden 1og. Tlre barricade
r^ras not cmpletely operational-at ttre tine of the inspection. It had
apparently been knocked or blown down.

The storage of mine eqr:ipwrt along the rnain access road approxirnaceLy L/4
nile dovrn from the scalehouse vnricfr haa been the stibject of tOV 2, 4, and 8 of
10 was still stored in the urpemitted location. This NC'V had been extended
to an abatement deadline of no later than 5:00 P.M. Janr:ary 30, 1983.
Inspectors _were unable to obserrre any ctrange r^fuictr had occumed in the
moverlrcnt of the naterial from the urpermitted area since the previous
inspection in December.

New perineter rnarkers were noted at several locations along the mine
petmit area bor:ndary. Thre new markers consisted of roof bolts wtrich were
spray painted with an orange paint at the torp. Ttre ccnnplete adeqr-racy of the
perineter markers was not established at tlre time of the inspection and will
be pursr:ed in subseqr:ent inspections. The installation of the new peri-meter
narkers nay, in part, abate [nV 3 of 10. Additionally, tJee mine
identification sign was not present at dre entry to the minesite as reqr-rired
in ttre abatement action for tWV 3 of 10.

Abatement measures to address IWV 5 of 10 requiring topsoil protection
were irnrestigated in part. Approxirnately 7 stt.aw bales had been placed in a
location near the base of the topsoil pile southwest of the coal stoclpile
area. The placeqenE of tlre bales did not appear to provide rntrch if arry
protection for ttre topsoil. Addltionally, Ehe r:ndisturbed diversion wtrich had
been cutting through this Eopsoil pile had received teryoraxA work Eo divert
the r*ater away from the pile. These abatement acLions were not considered
adequate to abate that part of the violation.
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Abaternent actions required by NOV 6 of 10 were undertaken in Decernber of
1982. This inspection revealed borne other concerns in this area reganding
boulders r,#rich apparently had either fallen back into the stream channel or
had'never been renoved, and the consEuction of dre bank of ttre catch basin so
as to encroach on the stream drannel. Consultation with Division hydrologists
will be undertaken to detennlne tlre ramifications of ttre catch basin sideiall
encroaching on Lhe strearn cbrarurel.

So'ne effort had been r:ndertaken to address sediment contrrol neasures and
subsequent erosion occurring on tJre downslope below tLre fan area. A suall B
to 10 inCr berm had been lnstalled. However, oo abatement action to address
ImV 7 of 10 had been taken on the other pad drainage areas and srrbseqr:enE
erosion was occuring. hrring the inspebtion, disarrbed area drainage was
flor.ring of_f the souttrern end of tfre coil stoclpile pad in an trncontr6lled
Etanner. llrree rills 9 to 10ttdeep were obsenred with water flowing in themo.

Ttre diversion ditch vrLrich was the subject of mV 9 of 10 was still in the
saurc condition lfrrictr was obsenred during the irrspection of December 1982.
Although no acttral flow was obserrred leaving thsdiversion ditch, it ruas
apparent that the potential for flor^r to leave the diversion ditdr was
octremely high. It appeared tlrere were now two areas rfrpre ttre disturbed area
drainage would exiE the ditdr and leave tlre per^mit site untreated. Ttpre was
no appear€mce of adequate abatement action having been taken on this violation.

Disturbed area drainage was obsenred leaving the scale area, nrnning dovrn
tlre road to tlre main access haul road and thus bypassing the catch basin
designed to control disturbed area drainage fron tfris portion of tLre permit
area. This further constituted evidence that tLre inlets and diversions to
gacher disttrrbed area drainage from the scale area are not operational.

In addltion to the previous obserrrations on the areas conEained in
violation Ml2-5-2-10, serious concern exists about the metLrod of conveyance
for tLre r.mdlstr-rbed diversion vfrrich passes on the south side of the cnrshiqg
pad and mpties in an uncontrolled narurer onto the hill slope below. This *as
the saIIE diversion vfrrich had di.sected the topsoil pile rn#rich was the subject
of ISV 5 of 10. 'fhe operator needs to address thii siEuation and provide some
means of conveyance for this drainage to reach the inlet to tLre culvert going
under the coal stoctrpile pad.
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An additional area of concerrt was the haul road nrnning from the
tftntington Canyon higfnray Eo the mlnesite viLrich was constnrcted by Co-op
Mining Coryany. There were apparently no water bars or otter drainage control
medranisms on the road as runoff water was obsenred leaving thre ninesite and
appeared to n:n tfre entire length of the road to tlre intersection with
H-mtington Canyon Highway. Coryli"ance w'ith the sdinent conffol neasures
required in Ut'{C 817.153 will be enamined in subsequent inspections.
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cc: Tom Euett, Off
trIendell CIilen, Co-op Mining Company
Joe lblfTich, DGvf
Err ltrcoper, Dffi'{
Rick Sumers, Dm*{

Statistics:

See Tbail Canyon merp, dated January 28, 1983.


